
  
 

 
MOORE COUNTY BOARD OF EDUCATION 

 
Business/Organizational Meeting 

December 1, 2014 
 
 

MINUTES 
 

 
The Moore County Board of Education met at the Central Office in Carthage on Monday, December 1, 
2014, at 5:30 pm. Clerk of Superior Court Susan A. Hicks administered the Oath of Office prior to the 
meeting to newly elected Board members Susan Black and Becky Carlson and re-elected members Ed 
Dennison and Charles Lambert. 
 
The following Board members were present: 
 

Susan Black 
Ben Cameron 
Becky Carlson 
Bruce Cunningham, Jr.  
Ed Dennison 
Kathy Farren 
Charles Lambert  
Laura Lang 

 
Staff present for the meeting included: Deputy Superintendent Marc Bergin (acting as Dr. Grimesey’s 
designee), Board Clerk Cathy McRae, Advisor for Community Relations Amber Rach, Executive 
Director for Human Resources Anita Alpenfels, Associate Superintendent Eric Porter, Associate 
Superintendent Lisa Troutman, Associate Superintendent Kathy Kennedy, Budget Director Mike 
Griffin, Executive Director for Operations John Birath, and Board Attorney Neal Ramee.  
 
Mr. Bergin presided over the meeting as Dr. Grimesey’s designee prior to the election of the Board 
Chair. Mr. Bergin called the meeting to order and asked for the approval of the agenda. Upon a motion 
by Mr. Lambert and a second by Ms. Black, the Board agenda was approved unanimously as presented. 
 
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited, and a moment of silence was observed. 
 
Mr. Bergin called for the election of officers as required by Board policy and announced that the floor 
was now open for nominations for the Office of Chair.  Mr. Lambert nominated Bruce Cunningham. Ms. 
Lang nominated Ben Cameron.  Mr. Bergin called for any further nominations.  There being no further 
nominations, the Board was asked to vote by signed paper ballots.  The ballots were collected by Mrs. 
McRae and tallied by Mr. Ramee.  Mr. Ramee reported that Bruce Cunningham received 4 votes and 
Ben Cameron received 4 votes.  As neither nominee received a majority of the votes, the voting process 
continued, with Mr. Ramee reporting a 4-4 tie between Mr. Cunningham and Mr. Cameron on each of 
the second through fifteenth rounds of voting. 
 
After the fifthteenth vote, Ms. Black made a motion to take a five minute break.  Mr. Lambert seconded, 
and the motion carried unanimously.  During the break, Board members, the Superintendent, staff, and 
audience members attended a reception for the newly elected and re-elected Board members. 
 
After the reception, Mr. Bergin called the meeting back to order, and the Board continued the voting 
process.  Mr. Ramee reported a 4-4 tie between Mr. Cunningham and Mr. Cameron on each of the 
sixteenth through forty-ninth rounds of voting.  
 



Laura Lang made a motion for the Board to take a short break. Kathy Farren seconded, and the motion 
carried unanimously. 
 
Marc Bergin called the meeting back to order, and the voting resumed. Mr. Ramee reported 4 votes for 
Mr. Cunningham and 4 votes for Mr. Cameron on each of the fiftieth through seventy-sixth rounds of 
voting.  
 
Kathy Farren made a motion for the Board to take a short break. Laura Lang seconded, and the motion 
carried unanimously. 
 
Marc Bergin called the meeting back to order, and the voting resumed. Mr. Ramee reported that the 
result of the seventy-seventh round of voting was 4 votes for Mr. Cunningham and 4 votes for Mr. 
Cameron.  On the seventy-eighth vote, Mr. Ramee reported that Mr. Cunningham had received 5 votes 
and Mr. Cameron received 3 votes.  Mr. Ramee announced that Mr. Cunningham had been elected 
Chair. 
 
Upon his election as Chair, Mr. Cunningham took Mr. Bergin’s place and presided over the remainder 
of the meeting.   
 
Mr. Cunningham announced that the floor was now open for nominations for the Office of Vice Chair. 
Susan Black nominated Ed Dennison, and Becky Carlson nominated Kathy Farren.  Mr. Lambert made 
a motion to close nominations, which Mr. Cameron seconded.  The motion carried unanimously.  The 
Board proceeded to vote for the Vice Chair by paper ballots.  After reviewing the ballots from the first 
round of voting, Mr. Ramee reported that Kathy Farren had received 4 votes and Ed Dennison had 
received 3 votes, with one member abstaining.  Mr. Ramee advised that the Board’s rules of order 
provide that every member must vote unless excused by a majority of the remaining members and that 
a failure to vote (unless excused) is to be recorded as an affirmative vote.  Mr. Ramee noted that it was 
not clear what an “affirmative vote” would mean in the context of an election between two candidates 
and recommended that the Board vote again, with each member voting, to avoid any procedural 
irregularities.   After a second round of voting, Mr. Ramee reported a result of 6 votes for Mrs. Farren 
and 2 votes for Mr. Dennison.  Mr. Ramee announced that Mrs. Farren had been elected Vice Chair. 
 
In regard to the last item on the agenda, Mr. Bergin asked the Board, on the Superintendent’s behalf, to 
approve the continued use of Mrs. Farren’s signature on checks until a new signature stamp for Chair 
Cunningham could be processed for use.  Charles Lambert made a motion to approve the continued use 
of Ms. Farren’s signature until a new signature stamp could be prepared for Mr. Cunningham.   Mr. 
Dennison seconded, and the motion was approved unanimously. 
 
There being no further business, upon a motion by Laura Lang and a second by Ed Dennison, the Board 
voted unanimously to adjourn the December 1, 2014, Board meeting.  
 
 
       ___________________________ 

Bruce T. Cunningham, Chair 
       Moore County Board of Education 
 

 
 
_________________________________ 
Dr. Robert P. Grimesey, Jr., Superintendent 
Secretary to the Board 


